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BOYCE NAMED
COACH OF THE YEAR

C

NEWSLE

Dave Boyce, Perrysburg
High School Assistant
Principal and Head Boys
Basketball Coach, was
named the Ohio High
School Basketball
Coaches Association’s
(OHSBCA) 2010
Division I Coach of the
Year. “Dave not only
understands the X’s and
O’s of basketball, but
more importantly he
knows people,” says PHS
Principal Dr. Michael Short. “We are so proud of
Coach Boyce,” adds Superintendent Tom Hosler.
“We’ve known him to be an excellent coach and
strong administrator, so it is very gratifying to see
him honored for his hard work by his peers. Coach
Boyce’s teams play above their abilities. They exhibit
great heart, integrity and sportsmanship – qualities
that I see in their head coach.” Through the
2009-2010 season, Coach Boyce’s Perrysburg boys
teams have a combined record of 172-46. His
teams have earned seven NLL titles, one District
Championship and have been ranked as high as #3
in the State AP poll. Coach Boyce has been named
District Coach of the Year six times and
AP Coach of the Year once during
his career. He has coached at
Perrysburg for the past 10 years.

CALENDAR

May 5-8 (Thurs.-Sun.) High School Musical –
All Shook Up, 8:00 p.m. all
nights, except 2:00 p.m.
Sunday matinee,
PHS Auditorium
May 14 (Sat.)
High School Prom,
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.,
The Hilton Garden Inn,
Levis Commons, Perrysburg
May 29 (Sun.)
High School graduation,
2:00 p.m., Stranahan
Auditorium, Toledo
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HILT ATTENDS WORLD
CONGRESS IN INDONESIA
Before the start of this
school year, Perrysburg
Junior High Social
Studies Teacher Bill
Hilt was hard at work
on the Perrysburg
Global Initiative. Hilt
joined approximately
200 participants from
58 countries and 30
states in the CIVITAS
World Congress on
Civic Education in
Jakarta, Indonesia. The
theme of the July 23-27, 2010 Congress was
Embracing Diversity and Building Unity through
Civic Education. Participants also enjoyed Indonesian
cultural performances throughout the conference. “I
was really amazed with the quality of the program
and the hard work and dedication exhibited by the
Center for Civic Education to put such a valuable
conference together,” says Hilt. “Teachers in Ohio
have a great opportunity to collaborate with partners
on a global scale, to bring 21st Century skills into the
classroom.” Hilt founded the Perrysburg Global
Initiative in 2009 and led the implementation of the
school district’s Global Summit for the last two years,
served on the planning committee and presented an
overview of the Global Summit at the ODE Global
Institute at Ohio State University August 3-5, 2010.
At the World Congress, Mr. Hilt represented the
Ohio partnership, administered through The
University of Toledo’s Dr. Leigh Chiarelott, director,
and Dr. Victoria Stewart. The Ohio partnership
includes partners in Poland, Ukraine, Morocco and
South Africa. Domestic partners include Missouri,
Kentucky and Alabama. CIVITAS International
Programs are directed by the Center for Civic
Education and funded by the U.S. Department of
Education. Hilt has participated in teacher exchanges
through the partnerships in Ukraine 2006 and
Morocco 2008. Perrysburg Junior High has hosted
school visits for international partnership educators
on several occasions since 2005.

In
Memoriam
Steve Day

Stephen T. Day, former
President of the Perrysburg
School Board (1996) and a
member of the board from
1994-1997, passed away on
July 11, 2010 after a short
illness. Day was President of
Willis Day Management
and former President of
Willis Day Moving and
Storage. He was a very active
member of the Rotary Club of Perrysburg, serving
as Club President (1991-92), Governor’s Group
Representative (1993-95), Foundation
Chairperson (1994-95), Secretary (1995-2000),
Centennial Governor for District 6600 (2004-05),
and served on the All-Ohio PETS committee for
15 years. He was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow,
Major Donor and Bequest Donor and also a
recipient of the Rotary District Foundation
Service Award, the Rotary Foundation Citation
for Meritorious Service (1995), and the Rotary
Service Above Self Award (2010). He is survived
by his wife Janet, who is a Reading Specialist in
the Perrysburg School system.

Krista Mullen

The staﬀ of Perrysburg High
School held a memorial
service for teacher Krista
Mullen on December 17,
2010. Mullen passed away
unexpectedly due to
complications from a
planned surgery on
December 3. A teacher for
ﬁve years in the special needs
department at the high
school, Mullen was passionate about her teaching.
Her students and their success meant the world to
her and she worked tirelessly to help them succeed.
“I worked very closely with Krista during her
master’s program, and she was as serious about
learning for herself as she was for her students,”
says Dr. Michael Short, PHS Principal. “She was a
dedicated professional who wanted to do the right
things for all kids. She will be greatly missed by
everyone who knew her.”

PERRYSBURG GRAD WINS AFLAC CONTEST
®

Matthew Hoelter, (’04) is a freelance editor living in Marina Del Rey, California, who won the $25,000
prize as the top entry in the Aﬂac® nationwide 10 Second Challenge. The month long contest, held in
2010, challenged consumers to describe the company and its products in 10 seconds. There were more
than 180 video submissions that resulted in nearly 250,000 video views on Facebook® and aﬂac.com.
Over 60,000 votes were cast to determine the top 10 ﬁnalists. Four winners were chosen by a panel of
judges selected by Aﬂac, and Hoelter’s entry was voted tops. “We are very excited that our entry grabbed
the top prize,” says Hoelter. “We had a great time participating in the contest.” Hoelter, a former student
of PHS English instructor Kathy Housepian, worked on the “Cellar” newspaper while in high school.
Hoelter’s mother has been a substitute teacher in the Perrysburg School system since 2004. Aﬂac® is an
insurance company that pays cash beneﬁts to policy holders who are sick or hurt.

Aflac® is a registered trademark of Aflac Incorporated.

Facebook® is a registered trademark of Facebook Inc.
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Following Their Passions
What do an author, a hospice director, and a marketing coordinator for a professional sports team have in common?
Answer: All three are alumni of Perrysburg Schools!

The Author

PHS
Alumni
Information
Class of 1971 40th Reunion - August 12-14, 2011 The PHS Class of 1950 held its 60th Class Reunion on September 25, 2010 at the
Full Details at phs71reunion.com Contact:
J.C. Lattin, jcl12@aol.com: (Home) 419-874-7245;
(Mobile) 419-699-4566

PHS Alumni host page on MySchoolReunited.com
http://www.myschoolreunited.com/perrysburg/
PHS Alumni host page on AlumniClass.com
http://www.alumniclass.com/perrysburg

Carranor Hunt & Polo Club in Perrysburg. Pictured are Front Row, Standing Left Midge (Brossia) Bellner and Marilyn (Sweet) Redmond; Seated - Charlotte (Creps)
Freedheim, Beth (Caswall) Webb, Betty (Steinline) Calvevro, Carol (Braatz) Wilson
and Peggy (Fought) Martin; Standing Right - Tom Warns, Juanita Loomis and
Edward Kime.
Middle Row, Standing Left - Rita (Knisley) Koprowski and Barbara (Ault) Sattler;
Seated - John Parrish, Isabelle Kershner, Ica (Huebner) Sutter and James Lapp;
Standing Right - Evelyn (Henry) Bowen and Pat (Brownlee) Vaughan.
Back Row - Marilyn (Bohannon) Knake, Ken Artz, Tom Huﬀord, Ron Morgan, Ralph
VanderVlucht, Don Morgan, Gene Wooley. Jane (Spreng) Kinyoun and Jim Schwind.

Using Technology To Enrich

The Student Experience

working with Sara Kurtz, who was one of the
district’s intervention teachers a few years ago.
Kurtz now teaches in Taiwan. “We’re using a very
interesting document share system that is being
used by the school in Taiwan,” explains Twining.
“Our class has been able to view pictures of their
town, PowerPoint® presentations of their school,
and more. Meanwhile, my class just completed
their ﬁrst iMovie® about Woodland School. It
turned out really good. The students did every part
of the movie and took all of the photos. Our next
project will be another iMovie about the students
In addition, Boes and Julie Twining, 4th Grade
in my class.” Twining says the project’s goal is to
Teacher at Woodland, have connected with a
enrich student learning by integrating technology
school in Toujia, Taiwan to write pen pal letters in
order to share cultural information. The teachers are and cultural/international studies into her class.
Students in the EXCELS gifted programs at
Woodland and Toth Elementary Schools have used
Skype to videoconference with Marcia Myers, a
teacher in South Carolina, who retired from
Perrysburg Schools last year. “She has given us
critical thinking problems to work on, and recently
we were playing a game with her to review
math concepts,” explains Jeanna Boes, Gifted
Intervention Specialist, Toth and Woodland
Elementary Schools.

PowerPoint® is a registered trademark of Microsoft Inc.

iMovie® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Many people dream of writing and publishing a
book, but 1965 Perrysburg High School graduate
Sally (Sluhan) Wright acted on her dreams.
Wright is the author of six mystery novels
featuring the ﬁctional Ben Reese, a 30-something
university archivist who had been a World War II
Scout. During the war, the American Army
employed highly trained scouts to sneak
behind enemy lines and conduct clandestine
reconnaissance missions. In her mystery novel
series, Wright’s ﬁctional character uses those
reconnaissance skills to investigate murders that
take place in the 1960’s. “I started writing the Ben
Reese books after I’d badgered an archivist into
telling me what he’d done in the war,” says
Wright. “His work during the war was dangerous
and very secretive, but his present day job of
chronicling old books, paintings, sculptures and
other items was much less stressful. The contrast
between his two lives compelled me to create a

Board of Education
Dr. Walter Edinger, President
Barry VanHoozen, Vice President
Gretchen Downs
Valerie Hovland
Mark Schoenlein ('77)
Administration - 419-874-9131
Thomas L. Hosler, Superintendent, Ext. 22103
Matt Feasel, Treasurer/CFO, Ext. 22125
Ray Pohlman, Athletic Director, 419-874-3181, Ext. 25194
Principals
High School – Dr. Michael Short
Junior High – Dale Wiltse
Fort Meigs Elementary – Scott Best
Frank Elementary – Brent Swartzmiller
Toth Elementary – Dr. Beth Christoff
Woodland Elementary – Dan Creps

For Address Updates, Click on Alumni at www.perrysburgschools.net or Call 419-874-9131.
For Advertising Information, Contact Rachel Johnson at: rjohnson@perrysburgschools.net

Sally Wright (’65) is the author of six mystery
novels featuring the ﬁctional Ben Reese. One of
her books, Pursuit and Persuasion, was a 2001
Finalist in the Mystery Writers of America
Edgar Allan Poe Award competition.

ﬁctional character that paralleled the real-life
person.” Wright’s Ben Reese series began in 1997
and includes six books: Publish and Perish, Pride
and Predator, Pursuit of Persuasion, Out of the
Ruins, and Watches of the Night. Her sixth and
newest book in the series, Code of Silence, revolves
around a real-life, unbreakable secret Soviet code
and its use and implications during the Cold War.
Pursuit and Persuasion was a 2001 Finalist in the
Mystery Writers of America Edgar Allan Poe
Award competition. Wright is known for her
comprehensive research before writing a book,
which involves traveling, interviewing and even
living the lives of her characters. “It takes me two
years to research and write a book in order to do
it the way I want it done,” says Wright. Her
books are set in a variety of places: England;
Scotland; Lexington, Kentucky; a small college
town in Ohio; the southeastern coast of America;
parts of North Carolina; and various cities in
Italy. Book reviewers usually compare Wright’s
work to that of Agatha Christie, Dorothy Sayers,
Josephine Tey, Margery Allingham, and Ngaio
Marsh. Wright says her literary inﬂuences include
Sayers, Marsh, Tolstoy, Jane Austen and especially
C.S. Lewis. “I was born obsessed with books, and
my ambition to write novels dates back to when I
was six-years-old,” she says. “But it was Nancy
Henry Mason, my 5th and 6th grade teacher at
Pine Street Elementary (now Frank Elementary),
who really understood my passion. She
encouraged me – and the entire class – to read,
write and to understand art and literature.” After
graduating from Perrysburg High School,
Wright earned a degree in oral interpretation of
literature from Northwestern University. She
moved on to the University of Washington for
graduate work, and then began writing and
publishing many biographical articles for national
and local magazines. Wright plans to author one
more Ben Reese novel to complete the series and
is working on a new series of books that will
feature a group of diﬀerent characters. To learn
more about author Sally Wright and her Ben
Reese mystery novel series, visit
www.sallywright.net.

Judy Seibenick (’74), RN, BSN, MOL, is the
Executive Director of Hospice of Northwest
Ohio. She is shown with one of the many quilts
displayed in her facilities as a symbol of the
comfort of hospice care.

The Hospice Director

Helping patients have quality of life at the end of
life has become the personal mission of Judy
(Moulton) Seibenick, RN, BSN, MOL. A 1974
graduate of Perrysburg High School, Seibenick is
the Executive Director of Hospice of Northwest
Ohio. Her educational career included Pine Street
Elementary School (now Frank Elementary),
Perrysburg Junior High, as well as Perrysburg
High School. She played the ﬂute and was active
in the high school marching and concert bands.
She also swam competitively for the Glass City
Swim Club (Perrysburg High School did not
have a swim team at that time). Seibenick then
moved on to Bowling Green State University
where she graduated with a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing in 1979. After graduating from
college, Seibenick began working as an in-home
hospice nurse for Visiting Nurse Service of
Toledo, where she remained until 1984 when she

(continued on Page 2)
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continued her in-home hospice work for the
newly formed Northwest Ohio Hospice
Association. “Back then several inﬂuential people
got together and decided that the city of Toledo
and its surrounding suburbs needed a hospice
organization,” says Seibenick. “I was fortunate to
join the organization in its early days.” In 1995
the organization’s name was changed to Hospice
of Northwest Ohio, and it was then that its ﬁrst
building was constructed on East River Road in
Perrysburg. Seibenick began to assume more
managerial roles in the organization, and in 2000
she was named the Executive Director of
Hospice of Northwest Ohio. In 2004 she led the
opening of a second building – the Virginia
Cliﬀord Hospice Center on Detroit Avenue in
Toledo. In 2008 the organization opened a
third facility – an oﬃce – in Lambertville,
Michigan that provides in-home hospice care
to southeastern Michigan residents. Today,
Seibenick is in charge of over 500 employees, two
onsite hospice centers that total 49 beds, and one
home hospice care oﬃce. Each year Hospice of
Northwest Ohio cares for thousands of patients
in their ﬁnal days of life. “There is a lot of living
that happens in the ﬁnal months, weeks, and days
of a person’s life,” says Seibenick, “and I have been
privileged to have helped families at that
important time in their lives.” There are several
other Perrysburg High School graduates who are
key staﬀ members at Hospice of Northwest
Ohio: Susan (Dowling) Beasecker (’73), a team
leader; Judy (Yunk) Lang (’71), the Director of
Public Relations; Amey (Incledon) Raihala (’74),
RN, Team Leader; and Sue (Hoﬀman) Grames
(’74), a dietary staﬀ member. To learn more about
Hospice of Northwest Ohio, visit
www.hospicenwo.org.

SLETTER

(continued from Page 1)

Take the Quiz
There are 608 school
districts in Ohio. How
many have been rated
“Excellent” for 10
consecutive years?
Note: Perrysburg is one
of these school districts.
a) 633
b) 122
c) 22

What percent of
Perrysburg school buses
have over 200,000 miles
on them?
a) 5%
b) 24%
c) 75%

When was Perrysburg’s
newest school building
opened?
a) 1991
b) 2001
c) 2006
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If you are 60 or older, take advantage of our free Senior Stinger Pass, which will allow you free
admittance to Perrysburg High School home athletic events. You can also attend for free all
plays and musicals produced by the PHS and Junior High Drama Departments. Senior Stinger
Passes are good for a lifetime, so you only have to apply once. While admittance is free, there are
times when you must pick up your tickets in advance in order to reserve a seat. We require
holders of Senior Stinger Passes to pick up tickets themselves and not give the pass to someone
else for pickup. Please note the passes are not valid for away games or tournaments. To apply,
call Terri Feasel, 419-874-9131, Ext. 22102 to make an appointment to have your photo taken
at our Central Oﬃce, 140 E. Indiana Ave., Perrysburg.

MESSAGE

Who was the U.S.
President when the
current Commodore
Building was opened?
a) Teddy Roosevelt
b) Herbert Hoover
c) Franklin Roosevelt

FROM THE

SUPERINTENDENT

For answers, visit www.perrysburgschools.net & click on alumni.

The Sports Marketer

What does it feel like to win the Stanley Cup?
“It was pretty awesome,” says Sarah Swartz,
Marketing Coordinator for the Pittsburgh
Penguins National Hockey League team.
Swartz’s Penguins beat the Detroit Red Wings,
four games to three, to win the Stanley Cup at
the conclusion of the 2008-09 season. “When
we won, we got to celebrate with the team on
the ice after game seven, ride on a ﬂoat in the
celebration parade and even receive a Stanley
Cup ring.” So how does a 1999 graduate of
Perrysburg High School end up in marketing for
a professional sports team? “It all started with me
being an athlete,” says Swartz, who played high
school soccer for four years, including two years
as a member of the varsity team. “I’ve always
been interested in sports, especially soccer, so I
decided to pursue a degree in Sports Marketing.”
Swartz attend Bowling Green State University
where she played club soccer for four years and
was involved in the Sport Management Alliance
Club. She graduated in 2004 from BGSU with a
Bachelor of Science in Education as a Sports
Management major and a minor in Marketing.
While attending college Swartz had a paid
internship in Marketing for the Columbus
Clippers (2001) and the Toledo Mud Hens
(2003) minor league baseball teams. In 2004 she
interned with Major League Soccer (MLS) in
New York City, where she was involved in special
events and the All-Star game. That year Swartz
landed her ﬁrst full-time job working for a
marketing/promotional agency that handled
in-store promotions for a major consumer goods
manufacturer. “It was interesting and I loved
designing promotions, but I missed being around
sports,” says Swartz. In 2006 she joined
Pittsburgh Penguins as an Account Executive in

www.perrysburgschools.net

The Varsity Jacket:

A Story of Giving
Sarah Swartz (’99), Marketing
Coordinator for the Pittsburgh Penguins
National Hockey League team, proudly holds
the Stanley Cup won by the Penguins at the
conclusion of the 2008-09 season.
Group Sales. She assumed her current role as a
Marketing Coordinator for the Penguins in
2007 and is responsible for developing gameday promotional giveaways. “I came up with the
idea to combine our promotional products, such
as winter scarves and knit caps, and gear them
towards the Winter Classic colors - the outdoor
hockey game between the Penguins and the
Washington Capitals at Heinz Field on January
1st,” says Swartz. “It’s a fun job that has great
perks and it’s a place where I can be creative that
I enjoy,” says Swartz. “There are a lot of devoted
Penguin fans, and for some of them attending a
game is a dream come true. That makes my job
even more special when I know I am helping to
enhance that game-day experience for them.”
Swartz’s long-term goal is to return to her ﬁrst
love, soccer, and work in some capacity for a
team or the league in special events and
promotions. To learn more about the Pittsburgh
Penguins, visit www.pittsburghpenguins.com.

This story began over 40 years ago with a young, 10th grade
Perrysburg High School student and track athlete named
Rogelio “Roger” Flores. Flores was the son of immigrants
who were natives of Mexico. In 1969 he earned his ﬁrst
Varsity Letter in Cross Country. As a proud athlete, he
wanted to wear a varsity jacket just like the other athletes.
Unfortunately, his parents couldn’t aﬀord to purchase one.
That’s when the Perrysburg Lions Club became part of the
story. The club heard about Flores’ situation and decided
to purchase a jacket for him. Flores wore his varsity
jacket proudly throughout the
remainder of his Perrysburg High
School career until he graduated in
1971. He now lives in California,
and the well-worn and tattered
varsity jacket that was given to him
back in the 10th grade, still hangs in
his closet. In the back of his mind,
Flores always knew he wanted to
“pay it forward” and return the
favor, but he didn’t know when or
how the opportunity would present
itself. While he was packing for a
recent move he saw his prized
jacket once again, and a ﬂood of
great memories returned. It was at
that moment that he realized what
he wanted to do. Flores began by
contacting the Perrysburg Lions
Club, and he coincidently
connected with fellow classmate
Charles Hablitzel, Jr., a PHS

Counselor, Head Golf Coach and a member of
the Perrysburg Lions Club.
“That varsity jacket gave me a sense of
belonging that I cannot explain,” says Flores.
“Life has been very good to me, and I know
that being raised in Perrysburg and attending
Perrysburg High School inﬂuenced and shaped
me in a way that still aﬀects me today. That
varsity jacket was a part of it! So, I decided to
return the wonderful and generous experience
that the Perrysburg Lions Club graced me
with 40 years ago by giving a ﬁnancially
needy Perrysburg High School student a
varsity jacket. I did not want to place a lot of
restrictions on the recipient. I just wanted it to
go to a good kid, a Junior or Senior, who is
proud to represent PHS in any sport, and
whose parents cannot aﬀord to buy him or her
a varsity jacket.” With the help of Hablitzel, the
Lions Club, and Perrysburg Schools Athletic
Director Ray Pohlman, a student was chosen,
and a new varsity jacket was presented …
thanks to Rogelio “Roger” Flores.
“This is one of the most generous gifts that I
have witnessed in the 33 years that I’ve been at
Perrysburg High School,” says Hablitzel. “The
student that received this jacket may never fully
realize just how special it is, or maybe they will
understand … and decide to return the gesture
years down the road.”

ENRICHING THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Every day that I serve the students and residents of
Perrysburg, I am amazed to learn about PHS alumni who
have accomplished so much in life. Perrysburg is truly a
special place, and we are so fortunate to have terriﬁc
students and families, talented faculty and staﬀ and a
supportive community that values education. In this area of
Ohio, Perrysburg Schools is referred to as a destination
district. If anyone is relocating to the area or in the market
for a new home, Perrysburg is the place to be.
This edition of the Buzz is very special in that we celebrate
PHS graduates who are “following their passion.” It is very
symbolic, from hoisting the Stanley Cup to holding the
hand of a person in the last stages of life, Perrysburg
graduates are expected to be the very best while
understanding the need to be compassionate, caring and to
give back to society. In this edition we feature a graduate
who gives the gift of the written word and another who
decided to “pay it forward” and give a gift to another that
meant so much to him.

When I visit the schools today I see so many success stories
in our students. I am conﬁdent that the students today
will carry on the tradition that generations of Jackets
have established. A tradition that demands excellence,
compassion, a sense of civic pride, and giving. In the
classroom, on the stage or in the ﬁeld, Perrysburg students
today understand that they not only represent their school,
but also the over 10,000 PHS graduates in our alumni
network as well as an entire community. It is no wonder
that our students today excel. Whether it’s winning the
Regions’ MATHCOUNTS contest or the NLL Wrestling
Tournament or receiving a Superior Score in the Ohio
Orchestra Association Competition, our students handle
the pressure in stride.

Perrysburg Schools, now more than ever, needs the support
of its alumni and community. The district is facing serious
challenges due to sustained student growth and a shrinking
budget that continues to erode those things that help make
Perrysburg what it is today. If you had a passion while in
school that made a diﬀerence in your life, follow the
example of our featured graduates and give back. Make a
decision to make a diﬀerence in the life of a student, and
pay it forward, like Roger Flores. Have the courage to share
your story, like Sally Wright. Commit to excellence to win
the ultimate prize, like Sarah Swartz. Or reach out to help
those who are most in need, like Judy Seibenick. Perrysburg
Schools are willing to help you reconnect with your passion
and secure it for future generations.
It can all begin with a simple call or an email.

Thomas L. Hosler
Superintendent, Perrysburg Schools

If you would like more information on the
Perrysburg Schools Foundation, please visit
The Perrysburg Schools Foundation is made up of community business leaders and school supporters for www.perrysburgschools.net/district/foundation.
the purpose of encouraging excellence and enriching the educational experiences of Perrysburg students.
Tax-deductible contributions may be mailed to:
It is a separate entity from the Perrysburg School District. The Foundation awards mini-grants in the
elementary, junior high and high schools for extras ranging from ukuleles for elementary music classes to Perrysburg Schools Foundation
advanced placement study materials for high school students. Along with granting upwards of $15,000
P.O. Box 504
in scholarships to graduating seniors at an annual awards night, it also honors teachers and support staﬀ
Perrysburg, Ohio 43552-0504
across the district, and additionally presents an award to an outstanding alumna or alumnus.

www.perrysburgschools.net
alumni@mail.perrysburgschools.net

alumni@mail.perrysburgschools.net

Dance
Team Places First
In International
Competition
Front Row:
Captains Michelle
McConkey, Elle Finch
and Kaela Kuderik.
Back Row: Maddie
DeLong, Morgan
Brunsman, Allison
Artz, Alli Sniegowski,
Katelyn Eppink,
Morganne Hansen,
and Mariah Adams.
At the end of the last school year, the PHS Dance team traveled to the Wide
World of Sports Complex in Walt Disney World, Orlando, Florida to compete
in the AmeriDance International Championship. There, they competed with
teams from as far away as Chile, Venezuela and Ireland. The team competed
in three categories, and the dancers were recognized as the International
Champions in the Jazz category. They also placed second in both the Kick and
Pom categories. Captains Kaela Kuderik and Elle Finch took ﬁrst in the
ensemble category, while Mariah Adams and Katelyn Eppink placed second.
Kuderik also won the solo category, while Rachel Howard and Alli Sniegowski
placed second and third respectively. PHS Mathematics instructor Marny
Mazzarella was honored as the Coach of the Year at the competition. PHS
English instructor Caitlin Walsh partners with Mazzarella to coach the team.

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
RECEIVES DONATIONS FOR
BASEBALL FIELD

Two generous donations have been made to jumpstart the
new baseball ﬁeld, which will be located at Perrysburg
High School. Jim Leyland (’62), Perrysburg native and
Manager of the Detroit Tigers, and his family – wife
Katie, son Patrick and daughter Kellie – have made a
commitment to donate $100,000 to fund a portion of
the project. Burke Badenhop (’01), a pitcher for the Florida
Marlins, has made a commitment to donate $5,000 to fund a portion of the
project. “We are delighted that two of our outstanding alumni have made this
commitment,” says Superintendent Tom Hosler. “We can’t thank Mr. Badenhop
and Mr. Leyland and his family enough for such a generous tribute to their alma
mater.” The ﬁeld will be located in the southwest corner of the athletic complex
located oﬀ of Fort Meigs Road. “Over the last six years, the Perrysburg Athletic
Boosters have been preparing the high school site and have contributed over
$200,000 in ﬁeldwork such as surveying, land preparation, drainage, and well
irrigation,” explains Ray Pohlman, Perrysburg Schools’ Athletic Director. “With
these contributions, our hopes are that we can blend private and public dollars to
accomplish this project,” Hosler says. “Given the current economic climate, we are
beginning to rely on this type of arrangement more and more.”
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continued her in-home hospice work for the
newly formed Northwest Ohio Hospice
Association. “Back then several inﬂuential people
got together and decided that the city of Toledo
and its surrounding suburbs needed a hospice
organization,” says Seibenick. “I was fortunate to
join the organization in its early days.” In 1995
the organization’s name was changed to Hospice
of Northwest Ohio, and it was then that its ﬁrst
building was constructed on East River Road in
Perrysburg. Seibenick began to assume more
managerial roles in the organization, and in 2000
she was named the Executive Director of
Hospice of Northwest Ohio. In 2004 she led the
opening of a second building – the Virginia
Cliﬀord Hospice Center on Detroit Avenue in
Toledo. In 2008 the organization opened a
third facility – an oﬃce – in Lambertville,
Michigan that provides in-home hospice care
to southeastern Michigan residents. Today,
Seibenick is in charge of over 500 employees, two
onsite hospice centers that total 49 beds, and one
home hospice care oﬃce. Each year Hospice of
Northwest Ohio cares for thousands of patients
in their ﬁnal days of life. “There is a lot of living
that happens in the ﬁnal months, weeks, and days
of a person’s life,” says Seibenick, “and I have been
privileged to have helped families at that
important time in their lives.” There are several
other Perrysburg High School graduates who are
key staﬀ members at Hospice of Northwest
Ohio: Susan (Dowling) Beasecker (’73), a team
leader; Judy (Yunk) Lang (’71), the Director of
Public Relations; Amey (Incledon) Raihala (’74),
RN, Team Leader; and Sue (Hoﬀman) Grames
(’74), a dietary staﬀ member. To learn more about
Hospice of Northwest Ohio, visit
www.hospicenwo.org.

SLETTER

(continued from Page 1)

Take the Quiz
There are 608 school
districts in Ohio. How
many have been rated
“Excellent” for 10
consecutive years?
Note: Perrysburg is one
of these school districts.
a) 633
b) 122
c) 22

What percent of
Perrysburg school buses
have over 200,000 miles
on them?
a) 5%
b) 24%
c) 75%

When was Perrysburg’s
newest school building
opened?
a) 1991
b) 2001
c) 2006
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If you are 60 or older, take advantage of our free Senior Stinger Pass, which will allow you free
admittance to Perrysburg High School home athletic events. You can also attend for free all
plays and musicals produced by the PHS and Junior High Drama Departments. Senior Stinger
Passes are good for a lifetime, so you only have to apply once. While admittance is free, there are
times when you must pick up your tickets in advance in order to reserve a seat. We require
holders of Senior Stinger Passes to pick up tickets themselves and not give the pass to someone
else for pickup. Please note the passes are not valid for away games or tournaments. To apply,
call Terri Feasel, 419-874-9131, Ext. 22102 to make an appointment to have your photo taken
at our Central Oﬃce, 140 E. Indiana Ave., Perrysburg.

MESSAGE

Who was the U.S.
President when the
current Commodore
Building was opened?
a) Teddy Roosevelt
b) Herbert Hoover
c) Franklin Roosevelt
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For answers, visit www.perrysburgschools.net & click on alumni.

The Sports Marketer

What does it feel like to win the Stanley Cup?
“It was pretty awesome,” says Sarah Swartz,
Marketing Coordinator for the Pittsburgh
Penguins National Hockey League team.
Swartz’s Penguins beat the Detroit Red Wings,
four games to three, to win the Stanley Cup at
the conclusion of the 2008-09 season. “When
we won, we got to celebrate with the team on
the ice after game seven, ride on a ﬂoat in the
celebration parade and even receive a Stanley
Cup ring.” So how does a 1999 graduate of
Perrysburg High School end up in marketing for
a professional sports team? “It all started with me
being an athlete,” says Swartz, who played high
school soccer for four years, including two years
as a member of the varsity team. “I’ve always
been interested in sports, especially soccer, so I
decided to pursue a degree in Sports Marketing.”
Swartz attend Bowling Green State University
where she played club soccer for four years and
was involved in the Sport Management Alliance
Club. She graduated in 2004 from BGSU with a
Bachelor of Science in Education as a Sports
Management major and a minor in Marketing.
While attending college Swartz had a paid
internship in Marketing for the Columbus
Clippers (2001) and the Toledo Mud Hens
(2003) minor league baseball teams. In 2004 she
interned with Major League Soccer (MLS) in
New York City, where she was involved in special
events and the All-Star game. That year Swartz
landed her ﬁrst full-time job working for a
marketing/promotional agency that handled
in-store promotions for a major consumer goods
manufacturer. “It was interesting and I loved
designing promotions, but I missed being around
sports,” says Swartz. In 2006 she joined
Pittsburgh Penguins as an Account Executive in

www.perrysburgschools.net

The Varsity Jacket:

A Story of Giving
Sarah Swartz (’99), Marketing
Coordinator for the Pittsburgh Penguins
National Hockey League team, proudly holds
the Stanley Cup won by the Penguins at the
conclusion of the 2008-09 season.
Group Sales. She assumed her current role as a
Marketing Coordinator for the Penguins in
2007 and is responsible for developing gameday promotional giveaways. “I came up with the
idea to combine our promotional products, such
as winter scarves and knit caps, and gear them
towards the Winter Classic colors - the outdoor
hockey game between the Penguins and the
Washington Capitals at Heinz Field on January
1st,” says Swartz. “It’s a fun job that has great
perks and it’s a place where I can be creative that
I enjoy,” says Swartz. “There are a lot of devoted
Penguin fans, and for some of them attending a
game is a dream come true. That makes my job
even more special when I know I am helping to
enhance that game-day experience for them.”
Swartz’s long-term goal is to return to her ﬁrst
love, soccer, and work in some capacity for a
team or the league in special events and
promotions. To learn more about the Pittsburgh
Penguins, visit www.pittsburghpenguins.com.

This story began over 40 years ago with a young, 10th grade
Perrysburg High School student and track athlete named
Rogelio “Roger” Flores. Flores was the son of immigrants
who were natives of Mexico. In 1969 he earned his ﬁrst
Varsity Letter in Cross Country. As a proud athlete, he
wanted to wear a varsity jacket just like the other athletes.
Unfortunately, his parents couldn’t aﬀord to purchase one.
That’s when the Perrysburg Lions Club became part of the
story. The club heard about Flores’ situation and decided
to purchase a jacket for him. Flores wore his varsity
jacket proudly throughout the
remainder of his Perrysburg High
School career until he graduated in
1971. He now lives in California,
and the well-worn and tattered
varsity jacket that was given to him
back in the 10th grade, still hangs in
his closet. In the back of his mind,
Flores always knew he wanted to
“pay it forward” and return the
favor, but he didn’t know when or
how the opportunity would present
itself. While he was packing for a
recent move he saw his prized
jacket once again, and a ﬂood of
great memories returned. It was at
that moment that he realized what
he wanted to do. Flores began by
contacting the Perrysburg Lions
Club, and he coincidently
connected with fellow classmate
Charles Hablitzel, Jr., a PHS

Counselor, Head Golf Coach and a member of
the Perrysburg Lions Club.
“That varsity jacket gave me a sense of
belonging that I cannot explain,” says Flores.
“Life has been very good to me, and I know
that being raised in Perrysburg and attending
Perrysburg High School inﬂuenced and shaped
me in a way that still aﬀects me today. That
varsity jacket was a part of it! So, I decided to
return the wonderful and generous experience
that the Perrysburg Lions Club graced me
with 40 years ago by giving a ﬁnancially
needy Perrysburg High School student a
varsity jacket. I did not want to place a lot of
restrictions on the recipient. I just wanted it to
go to a good kid, a Junior or Senior, who is
proud to represent PHS in any sport, and
whose parents cannot aﬀord to buy him or her
a varsity jacket.” With the help of Hablitzel, the
Lions Club, and Perrysburg Schools Athletic
Director Ray Pohlman, a student was chosen,
and a new varsity jacket was presented …
thanks to Rogelio “Roger” Flores.
“This is one of the most generous gifts that I
have witnessed in the 33 years that I’ve been at
Perrysburg High School,” says Hablitzel. “The
student that received this jacket may never fully
realize just how special it is, or maybe they will
understand … and decide to return the gesture
years down the road.”

ENRICHING THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Every day that I serve the students and residents of
Perrysburg, I am amazed to learn about PHS alumni who
have accomplished so much in life. Perrysburg is truly a
special place, and we are so fortunate to have terriﬁc
students and families, talented faculty and staﬀ and a
supportive community that values education. In this area of
Ohio, Perrysburg Schools is referred to as a destination
district. If anyone is relocating to the area or in the market
for a new home, Perrysburg is the place to be.
This edition of the Buzz is very special in that we celebrate
PHS graduates who are “following their passion.” It is very
symbolic, from hoisting the Stanley Cup to holding the
hand of a person in the last stages of life, Perrysburg
graduates are expected to be the very best while
understanding the need to be compassionate, caring and to
give back to society. In this edition we feature a graduate
who gives the gift of the written word and another who
decided to “pay it forward” and give a gift to another that
meant so much to him.

When I visit the schools today I see so many success stories
in our students. I am conﬁdent that the students today
will carry on the tradition that generations of Jackets
have established. A tradition that demands excellence,
compassion, a sense of civic pride, and giving. In the
classroom, on the stage or in the ﬁeld, Perrysburg students
today understand that they not only represent their school,
but also the over 10,000 PHS graduates in our alumni
network as well as an entire community. It is no wonder
that our students today excel. Whether it’s winning the
Regions’ MATHCOUNTS contest or the NLL Wrestling
Tournament or receiving a Superior Score in the Ohio
Orchestra Association Competition, our students handle
the pressure in stride.

Perrysburg Schools, now more than ever, needs the support
of its alumni and community. The district is facing serious
challenges due to sustained student growth and a shrinking
budget that continues to erode those things that help make
Perrysburg what it is today. If you had a passion while in
school that made a diﬀerence in your life, follow the
example of our featured graduates and give back. Make a
decision to make a diﬀerence in the life of a student, and
pay it forward, like Roger Flores. Have the courage to share
your story, like Sally Wright. Commit to excellence to win
the ultimate prize, like Sarah Swartz. Or reach out to help
those who are most in need, like Judy Seibenick. Perrysburg
Schools are willing to help you reconnect with your passion
and secure it for future generations.
It can all begin with a simple call or an email.

Thomas L. Hosler
Superintendent, Perrysburg Schools

If you would like more information on the
Perrysburg Schools Foundation, please visit
The Perrysburg Schools Foundation is made up of community business leaders and school supporters for www.perrysburgschools.net/district/foundation.
the purpose of encouraging excellence and enriching the educational experiences of Perrysburg students.
Tax-deductible contributions may be mailed to:
It is a separate entity from the Perrysburg School District. The Foundation awards mini-grants in the
elementary, junior high and high schools for extras ranging from ukuleles for elementary music classes to Perrysburg Schools Foundation
advanced placement study materials for high school students. Along with granting upwards of $15,000
P.O. Box 504
in scholarships to graduating seniors at an annual awards night, it also honors teachers and support staﬀ
Perrysburg, Ohio 43552-0504
across the district, and additionally presents an award to an outstanding alumna or alumnus.

www.perrysburgschools.net
alumni@mail.perrysburgschools.net

alumni@mail.perrysburgschools.net

Dance
Team Places First
In International
Competition
Front Row:
Captains Michelle
McConkey, Elle Finch
and Kaela Kuderik.
Back Row: Maddie
DeLong, Morgan
Brunsman, Allison
Artz, Alli Sniegowski,
Katelyn Eppink,
Morganne Hansen,
and Mariah Adams.
At the end of the last school year, the PHS Dance team traveled to the Wide
World of Sports Complex in Walt Disney World, Orlando, Florida to compete
in the AmeriDance International Championship. There, they competed with
teams from as far away as Chile, Venezuela and Ireland. The team competed
in three categories, and the dancers were recognized as the International
Champions in the Jazz category. They also placed second in both the Kick and
Pom categories. Captains Kaela Kuderik and Elle Finch took ﬁrst in the
ensemble category, while Mariah Adams and Katelyn Eppink placed second.
Kuderik also won the solo category, while Rachel Howard and Alli Sniegowski
placed second and third respectively. PHS Mathematics instructor Marny
Mazzarella was honored as the Coach of the Year at the competition. PHS
English instructor Caitlin Walsh partners with Mazzarella to coach the team.

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
RECEIVES DONATIONS FOR
BASEBALL FIELD

Two generous donations have been made to jumpstart the
new baseball ﬁeld, which will be located at Perrysburg
High School. Jim Leyland (’62), Perrysburg native and
Manager of the Detroit Tigers, and his family – wife
Katie, son Patrick and daughter Kellie – have made a
commitment to donate $100,000 to fund a portion of
the project. Burke Badenhop (’01), a pitcher for the Florida
Marlins, has made a commitment to donate $5,000 to fund a portion of the
project. “We are delighted that two of our outstanding alumni have made this
commitment,” says Superintendent Tom Hosler. “We can’t thank Mr. Badenhop
and Mr. Leyland and his family enough for such a generous tribute to their alma
mater.” The ﬁeld will be located in the southwest corner of the athletic complex
located oﬀ of Fort Meigs Road. “Over the last six years, the Perrysburg Athletic
Boosters have been preparing the high school site and have contributed over
$200,000 in ﬁeldwork such as surveying, land preparation, drainage, and well
irrigation,” explains Ray Pohlman, Perrysburg Schools’ Athletic Director. “With
these contributions, our hopes are that we can blend private and public dollars to
accomplish this project,” Hosler says. “Given the current economic climate, we are
beginning to rely on this type of arrangement more and more.”
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continued her in-home hospice work for the
newly formed Northwest Ohio Hospice
Association. “Back then several inﬂuential people
got together and decided that the city of Toledo
and its surrounding suburbs needed a hospice
organization,” says Seibenick. “I was fortunate to
join the organization in its early days.” In 1995
the organization’s name was changed to Hospice
of Northwest Ohio, and it was then that its ﬁrst
building was constructed on East River Road in
Perrysburg. Seibenick began to assume more
managerial roles in the organization, and in 2000
she was named the Executive Director of
Hospice of Northwest Ohio. In 2004 she led the
opening of a second building – the Virginia
Cliﬀord Hospice Center on Detroit Avenue in
Toledo. In 2008 the organization opened a
third facility – an oﬃce – in Lambertville,
Michigan that provides in-home hospice care
to southeastern Michigan residents. Today,
Seibenick is in charge of over 500 employees, two
onsite hospice centers that total 49 beds, and one
home hospice care oﬃce. Each year Hospice of
Northwest Ohio cares for thousands of patients
in their ﬁnal days of life. “There is a lot of living
that happens in the ﬁnal months, weeks, and days
of a person’s life,” says Seibenick, “and I have been
privileged to have helped families at that
important time in their lives.” There are several
other Perrysburg High School graduates who are
key staﬀ members at Hospice of Northwest
Ohio: Susan (Dowling) Beasecker (’73), a team
leader; Judy (Yunk) Lang (’71), the Director of
Public Relations; Amey (Incledon) Raihala (’74),
RN, Team Leader; and Sue (Hoﬀman) Grames
(’74), a dietary staﬀ member. To learn more about
Hospice of Northwest Ohio, visit
www.hospicenwo.org.

SLETTER

(continued from Page 1)

Take the Quiz
There are 608 school
districts in Ohio. How
many have been rated
“Excellent” for 10
consecutive years?
Note: Perrysburg is one
of these school districts.
a) 633
b) 122
c) 22

What percent of
Perrysburg school buses
have over 200,000 miles
on them?
a) 5%
b) 24%
c) 75%

When was Perrysburg’s
newest school building
opened?
a) 1991
b) 2001
c) 2006
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If you are 60 or older, take advantage of our free Senior Stinger Pass, which will allow you free
admittance to Perrysburg High School home athletic events. You can also attend for free all
plays and musicals produced by the PHS and Junior High Drama Departments. Senior Stinger
Passes are good for a lifetime, so you only have to apply once. While admittance is free, there are
times when you must pick up your tickets in advance in order to reserve a seat. We require
holders of Senior Stinger Passes to pick up tickets themselves and not give the pass to someone
else for pickup. Please note the passes are not valid for away games or tournaments. To apply,
call Terri Feasel, 419-874-9131, Ext. 22102 to make an appointment to have your photo taken
at our Central Oﬃce, 140 E. Indiana Ave., Perrysburg.

MESSAGE

Who was the U.S.
President when the
current Commodore
Building was opened?
a) Teddy Roosevelt
b) Herbert Hoover
c) Franklin Roosevelt
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The Sports Marketer

What does it feel like to win the Stanley Cup?
“It was pretty awesome,” says Sarah Swartz,
Marketing Coordinator for the Pittsburgh
Penguins National Hockey League team.
Swartz’s Penguins beat the Detroit Red Wings,
four games to three, to win the Stanley Cup at
the conclusion of the 2008-09 season. “When
we won, we got to celebrate with the team on
the ice after game seven, ride on a ﬂoat in the
celebration parade and even receive a Stanley
Cup ring.” So how does a 1999 graduate of
Perrysburg High School end up in marketing for
a professional sports team? “It all started with me
being an athlete,” says Swartz, who played high
school soccer for four years, including two years
as a member of the varsity team. “I’ve always
been interested in sports, especially soccer, so I
decided to pursue a degree in Sports Marketing.”
Swartz attend Bowling Green State University
where she played club soccer for four years and
was involved in the Sport Management Alliance
Club. She graduated in 2004 from BGSU with a
Bachelor of Science in Education as a Sports
Management major and a minor in Marketing.
While attending college Swartz had a paid
internship in Marketing for the Columbus
Clippers (2001) and the Toledo Mud Hens
(2003) minor league baseball teams. In 2004 she
interned with Major League Soccer (MLS) in
New York City, where she was involved in special
events and the All-Star game. That year Swartz
landed her ﬁrst full-time job working for a
marketing/promotional agency that handled
in-store promotions for a major consumer goods
manufacturer. “It was interesting and I loved
designing promotions, but I missed being around
sports,” says Swartz. In 2006 she joined
Pittsburgh Penguins as an Account Executive in

www.perrysburgschools.net

The Varsity Jacket:

A Story of Giving
Sarah Swartz (’99), Marketing
Coordinator for the Pittsburgh Penguins
National Hockey League team, proudly holds
the Stanley Cup won by the Penguins at the
conclusion of the 2008-09 season.
Group Sales. She assumed her current role as a
Marketing Coordinator for the Penguins in
2007 and is responsible for developing gameday promotional giveaways. “I came up with the
idea to combine our promotional products, such
as winter scarves and knit caps, and gear them
towards the Winter Classic colors - the outdoor
hockey game between the Penguins and the
Washington Capitals at Heinz Field on January
1st,” says Swartz. “It’s a fun job that has great
perks and it’s a place where I can be creative that
I enjoy,” says Swartz. “There are a lot of devoted
Penguin fans, and for some of them attending a
game is a dream come true. That makes my job
even more special when I know I am helping to
enhance that game-day experience for them.”
Swartz’s long-term goal is to return to her ﬁrst
love, soccer, and work in some capacity for a
team or the league in special events and
promotions. To learn more about the Pittsburgh
Penguins, visit www.pittsburghpenguins.com.

This story began over 40 years ago with a young, 10th grade
Perrysburg High School student and track athlete named
Rogelio “Roger” Flores. Flores was the son of immigrants
who were natives of Mexico. In 1969 he earned his ﬁrst
Varsity Letter in Cross Country. As a proud athlete, he
wanted to wear a varsity jacket just like the other athletes.
Unfortunately, his parents couldn’t aﬀord to purchase one.
That’s when the Perrysburg Lions Club became part of the
story. The club heard about Flores’ situation and decided
to purchase a jacket for him. Flores wore his varsity
jacket proudly throughout the
remainder of his Perrysburg High
School career until he graduated in
1971. He now lives in California,
and the well-worn and tattered
varsity jacket that was given to him
back in the 10th grade, still hangs in
his closet. In the back of his mind,
Flores always knew he wanted to
“pay it forward” and return the
favor, but he didn’t know when or
how the opportunity would present
itself. While he was packing for a
recent move he saw his prized
jacket once again, and a ﬂood of
great memories returned. It was at
that moment that he realized what
he wanted to do. Flores began by
contacting the Perrysburg Lions
Club, and he coincidently
connected with fellow classmate
Charles Hablitzel, Jr., a PHS

Counselor, Head Golf Coach and a member of
the Perrysburg Lions Club.
“That varsity jacket gave me a sense of
belonging that I cannot explain,” says Flores.
“Life has been very good to me, and I know
that being raised in Perrysburg and attending
Perrysburg High School inﬂuenced and shaped
me in a way that still aﬀects me today. That
varsity jacket was a part of it! So, I decided to
return the wonderful and generous experience
that the Perrysburg Lions Club graced me
with 40 years ago by giving a ﬁnancially
needy Perrysburg High School student a
varsity jacket. I did not want to place a lot of
restrictions on the recipient. I just wanted it to
go to a good kid, a Junior or Senior, who is
proud to represent PHS in any sport, and
whose parents cannot aﬀord to buy him or her
a varsity jacket.” With the help of Hablitzel, the
Lions Club, and Perrysburg Schools Athletic
Director Ray Pohlman, a student was chosen,
and a new varsity jacket was presented …
thanks to Rogelio “Roger” Flores.
“This is one of the most generous gifts that I
have witnessed in the 33 years that I’ve been at
Perrysburg High School,” says Hablitzel. “The
student that received this jacket may never fully
realize just how special it is, or maybe they will
understand … and decide to return the gesture
years down the road.”

ENRICHING THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Every day that I serve the students and residents of
Perrysburg, I am amazed to learn about PHS alumni who
have accomplished so much in life. Perrysburg is truly a
special place, and we are so fortunate to have terriﬁc
students and families, talented faculty and staﬀ and a
supportive community that values education. In this area of
Ohio, Perrysburg Schools is referred to as a destination
district. If anyone is relocating to the area or in the market
for a new home, Perrysburg is the place to be.
This edition of the Buzz is very special in that we celebrate
PHS graduates who are “following their passion.” It is very
symbolic, from hoisting the Stanley Cup to holding the
hand of a person in the last stages of life, Perrysburg
graduates are expected to be the very best while
understanding the need to be compassionate, caring and to
give back to society. In this edition we feature a graduate
who gives the gift of the written word and another who
decided to “pay it forward” and give a gift to another that
meant so much to him.

When I visit the schools today I see so many success stories
in our students. I am conﬁdent that the students today
will carry on the tradition that generations of Jackets
have established. A tradition that demands excellence,
compassion, a sense of civic pride, and giving. In the
classroom, on the stage or in the ﬁeld, Perrysburg students
today understand that they not only represent their school,
but also the over 10,000 PHS graduates in our alumni
network as well as an entire community. It is no wonder
that our students today excel. Whether it’s winning the
Regions’ MATHCOUNTS contest or the NLL Wrestling
Tournament or receiving a Superior Score in the Ohio
Orchestra Association Competition, our students handle
the pressure in stride.

Perrysburg Schools, now more than ever, needs the support
of its alumni and community. The district is facing serious
challenges due to sustained student growth and a shrinking
budget that continues to erode those things that help make
Perrysburg what it is today. If you had a passion while in
school that made a diﬀerence in your life, follow the
example of our featured graduates and give back. Make a
decision to make a diﬀerence in the life of a student, and
pay it forward, like Roger Flores. Have the courage to share
your story, like Sally Wright. Commit to excellence to win
the ultimate prize, like Sarah Swartz. Or reach out to help
those who are most in need, like Judy Seibenick. Perrysburg
Schools are willing to help you reconnect with your passion
and secure it for future generations.
It can all begin with a simple call or an email.

Thomas L. Hosler
Superintendent, Perrysburg Schools

If you would like more information on the
Perrysburg Schools Foundation, please visit
The Perrysburg Schools Foundation is made up of community business leaders and school supporters for www.perrysburgschools.net/district/foundation.
the purpose of encouraging excellence and enriching the educational experiences of Perrysburg students.
Tax-deductible contributions may be mailed to:
It is a separate entity from the Perrysburg School District. The Foundation awards mini-grants in the
elementary, junior high and high schools for extras ranging from ukuleles for elementary music classes to Perrysburg Schools Foundation
advanced placement study materials for high school students. Along with granting upwards of $15,000
P.O. Box 504
in scholarships to graduating seniors at an annual awards night, it also honors teachers and support staﬀ
Perrysburg, Ohio 43552-0504
across the district, and additionally presents an award to an outstanding alumna or alumnus.
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Dance
Team Places First
In International
Competition
Front Row:
Captains Michelle
McConkey, Elle Finch
and Kaela Kuderik.
Back Row: Maddie
DeLong, Morgan
Brunsman, Allison
Artz, Alli Sniegowski,
Katelyn Eppink,
Morganne Hansen,
and Mariah Adams.
At the end of the last school year, the PHS Dance team traveled to the Wide
World of Sports Complex in Walt Disney World, Orlando, Florida to compete
in the AmeriDance International Championship. There, they competed with
teams from as far away as Chile, Venezuela and Ireland. The team competed
in three categories, and the dancers were recognized as the International
Champions in the Jazz category. They also placed second in both the Kick and
Pom categories. Captains Kaela Kuderik and Elle Finch took ﬁrst in the
ensemble category, while Mariah Adams and Katelyn Eppink placed second.
Kuderik also won the solo category, while Rachel Howard and Alli Sniegowski
placed second and third respectively. PHS Mathematics instructor Marny
Mazzarella was honored as the Coach of the Year at the competition. PHS
English instructor Caitlin Walsh partners with Mazzarella to coach the team.

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
RECEIVES DONATIONS FOR
BASEBALL FIELD

Two generous donations have been made to jumpstart the
new baseball ﬁeld, which will be located at Perrysburg
High School. Jim Leyland (’62), Perrysburg native and
Manager of the Detroit Tigers, and his family – wife
Katie, son Patrick and daughter Kellie – have made a
commitment to donate $100,000 to fund a portion of
the project. Burke Badenhop (’01), a pitcher for the Florida
Marlins, has made a commitment to donate $5,000 to fund a portion of the
project. “We are delighted that two of our outstanding alumni have made this
commitment,” says Superintendent Tom Hosler. “We can’t thank Mr. Badenhop
and Mr. Leyland and his family enough for such a generous tribute to their alma
mater.” The ﬁeld will be located in the southwest corner of the athletic complex
located oﬀ of Fort Meigs Road. “Over the last six years, the Perrysburg Athletic
Boosters have been preparing the high school site and have contributed over
$200,000 in ﬁeldwork such as surveying, land preparation, drainage, and well
irrigation,” explains Ray Pohlman, Perrysburg Schools’ Athletic Director. “With
these contributions, our hopes are that we can blend private and public dollars to
accomplish this project,” Hosler says. “Given the current economic climate, we are
beginning to rely on this type of arrangement more and more.”
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Dave Boyce, Perrysburg
High School Assistant
Principal and Head Boys
Basketball Coach, was
named the Ohio High
School Basketball
Coaches Association’s
(OHSBCA) 2010
Division I Coach of the
Year. “Dave not only
understands the X’s and
O’s of basketball, but
more importantly he
knows people,” says PHS
Principal Dr. Michael Short. “We are so proud of
Coach Boyce,” adds Superintendent Tom Hosler.
“We’ve known him to be an excellent coach and
strong administrator, so it is very gratifying to see
him honored for his hard work by his peers. Coach
Boyce’s teams play above their abilities. They exhibit
great heart, integrity and sportsmanship – qualities
that I see in their head coach.” Through the
2009-2010 season, Coach Boyce’s Perrysburg boys
teams have a combined record of 172-46. His
teams have earned seven NLL titles, one District
Championship and have been ranked as high as #3
in the State AP poll. Coach Boyce has been named
District Coach of the Year six times and
AP Coach of the Year once during
his career. He has coached at
Perrysburg for the past 10 years.

CALENDAR

May 5-8 (Thurs.-Sun.) High School Musical –
All Shook Up, 8:00 p.m. all
nights, except 2:00 p.m.
Sunday matinee,
PHS Auditorium
May 14 (Sat.)
High School Prom,
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.,
The Hilton Garden Inn,
Levis Commons, Perrysburg
May 29 (Sun.)
High School graduation,
2:00 p.m., Stranahan
Auditorium, Toledo
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HILT ATTENDS WORLD
CONGRESS IN INDONESIA
Before the start of this
school year, Perrysburg
Junior High Social
Studies Teacher Bill
Hilt was hard at work
on the Perrysburg
Global Initiative. Hilt
joined approximately
200 participants from
58 countries and 30
states in the CIVITAS
World Congress on
Civic Education in
Jakarta, Indonesia. The
theme of the July 23-27, 2010 Congress was
Embracing Diversity and Building Unity through
Civic Education. Participants also enjoyed Indonesian
cultural performances throughout the conference. “I
was really amazed with the quality of the program
and the hard work and dedication exhibited by the
Center for Civic Education to put such a valuable
conference together,” says Hilt. “Teachers in Ohio
have a great opportunity to collaborate with partners
on a global scale, to bring 21st Century skills into the
classroom.” Hilt founded the Perrysburg Global
Initiative in 2009 and led the implementation of the
school district’s Global Summit for the last two years,
served on the planning committee and presented an
overview of the Global Summit at the ODE Global
Institute at Ohio State University August 3-5, 2010.
At the World Congress, Mr. Hilt represented the
Ohio partnership, administered through The
University of Toledo’s Dr. Leigh Chiarelott, director,
and Dr. Victoria Stewart. The Ohio partnership
includes partners in Poland, Ukraine, Morocco and
South Africa. Domestic partners include Missouri,
Kentucky and Alabama. CIVITAS International
Programs are directed by the Center for Civic
Education and funded by the U.S. Department of
Education. Hilt has participated in teacher exchanges
through the partnerships in Ukraine 2006 and
Morocco 2008. Perrysburg Junior High has hosted
school visits for international partnership educators
on several occasions since 2005.

In
Memoriam
Steve Day

Stephen T. Day, former
President of the Perrysburg
School Board (1996) and a
member of the board from
1994-1997, passed away on
July 11, 2010 after a short
illness. Day was President of
Willis Day Management
and former President of
Willis Day Moving and
Storage. He was a very active
member of the Rotary Club of Perrysburg, serving
as Club President (1991-92), Governor’s Group
Representative (1993-95), Foundation
Chairperson (1994-95), Secretary (1995-2000),
Centennial Governor for District 6600 (2004-05),
and served on the All-Ohio PETS committee for
15 years. He was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow,
Major Donor and Bequest Donor and also a
recipient of the Rotary District Foundation
Service Award, the Rotary Foundation Citation
for Meritorious Service (1995), and the Rotary
Service Above Self Award (2010). He is survived
by his wife Janet, who is a Reading Specialist in
the Perrysburg School system.

Krista Mullen

The staﬀ of Perrysburg High
School held a memorial
service for teacher Krista
Mullen on December 17,
2010. Mullen passed away
unexpectedly due to
complications from a
planned surgery on
December 3. A teacher for
ﬁve years in the special needs
department at the high
school, Mullen was passionate about her teaching.
Her students and their success meant the world to
her and she worked tirelessly to help them succeed.
“I worked very closely with Krista during her
master’s program, and she was as serious about
learning for herself as she was for her students,”
says Dr. Michael Short, PHS Principal. “She was a
dedicated professional who wanted to do the right
things for all kids. She will be greatly missed by
everyone who knew her.”

PERRYSBURG GRAD WINS AFLAC CONTEST
®

Matthew Hoelter, (’04) is a freelance editor living in Marina Del Rey, California, who won the $25,000
prize as the top entry in the Aﬂac® nationwide 10 Second Challenge. The month long contest, held in
2010, challenged consumers to describe the company and its products in 10 seconds. There were more
than 180 video submissions that resulted in nearly 250,000 video views on Facebook® and aﬂac.com.
Over 60,000 votes were cast to determine the top 10 ﬁnalists. Four winners were chosen by a panel of
judges selected by Aﬂac, and Hoelter’s entry was voted tops. “We are very excited that our entry grabbed
the top prize,” says Hoelter. “We had a great time participating in the contest.” Hoelter, a former student
of PHS English instructor Kathy Housepian, worked on the “Cellar” newspaper while in high school.
Hoelter’s mother has been a substitute teacher in the Perrysburg School system since 2004. Aﬂac® is an
insurance company that pays cash beneﬁts to policy holders who are sick or hurt.

Aflac® is a registered trademark of Aflac Incorporated.

Facebook® is a registered trademark of Facebook Inc.
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Following Their Passions
What do an author, a hospice director, and a marketing coordinator for a professional sports team have in common?
Answer: All three are alumni of Perrysburg Schools!

The Author

PHS
Alumni
Information
Class of 1971 40th Reunion - August 12-14, 2011 The PHS Class of 1950 held its 60th Class Reunion on September 25, 2010 at the
Full Details at phs71reunion.com Contact:
J.C. Lattin, jcl12@aol.com: (Home) 419-874-7245;
(Mobile) 419-699-4566

PHS Alumni host page on MySchoolReunited.com
http://www.myschoolreunited.com/perrysburg/
PHS Alumni host page on AlumniClass.com
http://www.alumniclass.com/perrysburg

Carranor Hunt & Polo Club in Perrysburg. Pictured are Front Row, Standing Left Midge (Brossia) Bellner and Marilyn (Sweet) Redmond; Seated - Charlotte (Creps)
Freedheim, Beth (Caswall) Webb, Betty (Steinline) Calvevro, Carol (Braatz) Wilson
and Peggy (Fought) Martin; Standing Right - Tom Warns, Juanita Loomis and
Edward Kime.
Middle Row, Standing Left - Rita (Knisley) Koprowski and Barbara (Ault) Sattler;
Seated - John Parrish, Isabelle Kershner, Ica (Huebner) Sutter and James Lapp;
Standing Right - Evelyn (Henry) Bowen and Pat (Brownlee) Vaughan.
Back Row - Marilyn (Bohannon) Knake, Ken Artz, Tom Huﬀord, Ron Morgan, Ralph
VanderVlucht, Don Morgan, Gene Wooley. Jane (Spreng) Kinyoun and Jim Schwind.

Using Technology To Enrich

The Student Experience

working with Sara Kurtz, who was one of the
district’s intervention teachers a few years ago.
Kurtz now teaches in Taiwan. “We’re using a very
interesting document share system that is being
used by the school in Taiwan,” explains Twining.
“Our class has been able to view pictures of their
town, PowerPoint® presentations of their school,
and more. Meanwhile, my class just completed
their ﬁrst iMovie® about Woodland School. It
turned out really good. The students did every part
of the movie and took all of the photos. Our next
project will be another iMovie about the students
In addition, Boes and Julie Twining, 4th Grade
in my class.” Twining says the project’s goal is to
Teacher at Woodland, have connected with a
enrich student learning by integrating technology
school in Toujia, Taiwan to write pen pal letters in
order to share cultural information. The teachers are and cultural/international studies into her class.
Students in the EXCELS gifted programs at
Woodland and Toth Elementary Schools have used
Skype to videoconference with Marcia Myers, a
teacher in South Carolina, who retired from
Perrysburg Schools last year. “She has given us
critical thinking problems to work on, and recently
we were playing a game with her to review
math concepts,” explains Jeanna Boes, Gifted
Intervention Specialist, Toth and Woodland
Elementary Schools.

PowerPoint® is a registered trademark of Microsoft Inc.

iMovie® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Many people dream of writing and publishing a
book, but 1965 Perrysburg High School graduate
Sally (Sluhan) Wright acted on her dreams.
Wright is the author of six mystery novels
featuring the ﬁctional Ben Reese, a 30-something
university archivist who had been a World War II
Scout. During the war, the American Army
employed highly trained scouts to sneak
behind enemy lines and conduct clandestine
reconnaissance missions. In her mystery novel
series, Wright’s ﬁctional character uses those
reconnaissance skills to investigate murders that
take place in the 1960’s. “I started writing the Ben
Reese books after I’d badgered an archivist into
telling me what he’d done in the war,” says
Wright. “His work during the war was dangerous
and very secretive, but his present day job of
chronicling old books, paintings, sculptures and
other items was much less stressful. The contrast
between his two lives compelled me to create a
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Dr. Walter Edinger, President
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Valerie Hovland
Mark Schoenlein ('77)
Administration - 419-874-9131
Thomas L. Hosler, Superintendent, Ext. 22103
Matt Feasel, Treasurer/CFO, Ext. 22125
Ray Pohlman, Athletic Director, 419-874-3181, Ext. 25194
Principals
High School – Dr. Michael Short
Junior High – Dale Wiltse
Fort Meigs Elementary – Scott Best
Frank Elementary – Brent Swartzmiller
Toth Elementary – Dr. Beth Christoff
Woodland Elementary – Dan Creps
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Sally Wright (’65) is the author of six mystery
novels featuring the ﬁctional Ben Reese. One of
her books, Pursuit and Persuasion, was a 2001
Finalist in the Mystery Writers of America
Edgar Allan Poe Award competition.

ﬁctional character that paralleled the real-life
person.” Wright’s Ben Reese series began in 1997
and includes six books: Publish and Perish, Pride
and Predator, Pursuit of Persuasion, Out of the
Ruins, and Watches of the Night. Her sixth and
newest book in the series, Code of Silence, revolves
around a real-life, unbreakable secret Soviet code
and its use and implications during the Cold War.
Pursuit and Persuasion was a 2001 Finalist in the
Mystery Writers of America Edgar Allan Poe
Award competition. Wright is known for her
comprehensive research before writing a book,
which involves traveling, interviewing and even
living the lives of her characters. “It takes me two
years to research and write a book in order to do
it the way I want it done,” says Wright. Her
books are set in a variety of places: England;
Scotland; Lexington, Kentucky; a small college
town in Ohio; the southeastern coast of America;
parts of North Carolina; and various cities in
Italy. Book reviewers usually compare Wright’s
work to that of Agatha Christie, Dorothy Sayers,
Josephine Tey, Margery Allingham, and Ngaio
Marsh. Wright says her literary inﬂuences include
Sayers, Marsh, Tolstoy, Jane Austen and especially
C.S. Lewis. “I was born obsessed with books, and
my ambition to write novels dates back to when I
was six-years-old,” she says. “But it was Nancy
Henry Mason, my 5th and 6th grade teacher at
Pine Street Elementary (now Frank Elementary),
who really understood my passion. She
encouraged me – and the entire class – to read,
write and to understand art and literature.” After
graduating from Perrysburg High School,
Wright earned a degree in oral interpretation of
literature from Northwestern University. She
moved on to the University of Washington for
graduate work, and then began writing and
publishing many biographical articles for national
and local magazines. Wright plans to author one
more Ben Reese novel to complete the series and
is working on a new series of books that will
feature a group of diﬀerent characters. To learn
more about author Sally Wright and her Ben
Reese mystery novel series, visit
www.sallywright.net.

Judy Seibenick (’74), RN, BSN, MOL, is the
Executive Director of Hospice of Northwest
Ohio. She is shown with one of the many quilts
displayed in her facilities as a symbol of the
comfort of hospice care.

The Hospice Director

Helping patients have quality of life at the end of
life has become the personal mission of Judy
(Moulton) Seibenick, RN, BSN, MOL. A 1974
graduate of Perrysburg High School, Seibenick is
the Executive Director of Hospice of Northwest
Ohio. Her educational career included Pine Street
Elementary School (now Frank Elementary),
Perrysburg Junior High, as well as Perrysburg
High School. She played the ﬂute and was active
in the high school marching and concert bands.
She also swam competitively for the Glass City
Swim Club (Perrysburg High School did not
have a swim team at that time). Seibenick then
moved on to Bowling Green State University
where she graduated with a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing in 1979. After graduating from
college, Seibenick began working as an in-home
hospice nurse for Visiting Nurse Service of
Toledo, where she remained until 1984 when she

(continued on Page 2)
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COACH OF THE YEAR
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Dave Boyce, Perrysburg
High School Assistant
Principal and Head Boys
Basketball Coach, was
named the Ohio High
School Basketball
Coaches Association’s
(OHSBCA) 2010
Division I Coach of the
Year. “Dave not only
understands the X’s and
O’s of basketball, but
more importantly he
knows people,” says PHS
Principal Dr. Michael Short. “We are so proud of
Coach Boyce,” adds Superintendent Tom Hosler.
“We’ve known him to be an excellent coach and
strong administrator, so it is very gratifying to see
him honored for his hard work by his peers. Coach
Boyce’s teams play above their abilities. They exhibit
great heart, integrity and sportsmanship – qualities
that I see in their head coach.” Through the
2009-2010 season, Coach Boyce’s Perrysburg boys
teams have a combined record of 172-46. His
teams have earned seven NLL titles, one District
Championship and have been ranked as high as #3
in the State AP poll. Coach Boyce has been named
District Coach of the Year six times and
AP Coach of the Year once during
his career. He has coached at
Perrysburg for the past 10 years.

CALENDAR

May 5-8 (Thurs.-Sun.) High School Musical –
All Shook Up, 8:00 p.m. all
nights, except 2:00 p.m.
Sunday matinee,
PHS Auditorium
May 14 (Sat.)
High School Prom,
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.,
The Hilton Garden Inn,
Levis Commons, Perrysburg
May 29 (Sun.)
High School graduation,
2:00 p.m., Stranahan
Auditorium, Toledo
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HILT ATTENDS WORLD
CONGRESS IN INDONESIA
Before the start of this
school year, Perrysburg
Junior High Social
Studies Teacher Bill
Hilt was hard at work
on the Perrysburg
Global Initiative. Hilt
joined approximately
200 participants from
58 countries and 30
states in the CIVITAS
World Congress on
Civic Education in
Jakarta, Indonesia. The
theme of the July 23-27, 2010 Congress was
Embracing Diversity and Building Unity through
Civic Education. Participants also enjoyed Indonesian
cultural performances throughout the conference. “I
was really amazed with the quality of the program
and the hard work and dedication exhibited by the
Center for Civic Education to put such a valuable
conference together,” says Hilt. “Teachers in Ohio
have a great opportunity to collaborate with partners
on a global scale, to bring 21st Century skills into the
classroom.” Hilt founded the Perrysburg Global
Initiative in 2009 and led the implementation of the
school district’s Global Summit for the last two years,
served on the planning committee and presented an
overview of the Global Summit at the ODE Global
Institute at Ohio State University August 3-5, 2010.
At the World Congress, Mr. Hilt represented the
Ohio partnership, administered through The
University of Toledo’s Dr. Leigh Chiarelott, director,
and Dr. Victoria Stewart. The Ohio partnership
includes partners in Poland, Ukraine, Morocco and
South Africa. Domestic partners include Missouri,
Kentucky and Alabama. CIVITAS International
Programs are directed by the Center for Civic
Education and funded by the U.S. Department of
Education. Hilt has participated in teacher exchanges
through the partnerships in Ukraine 2006 and
Morocco 2008. Perrysburg Junior High has hosted
school visits for international partnership educators
on several occasions since 2005.

In
Memoriam
Steve Day

Stephen T. Day, former
President of the Perrysburg
School Board (1996) and a
member of the board from
1994-1997, passed away on
July 11, 2010 after a short
illness. Day was President of
Willis Day Management
and former President of
Willis Day Moving and
Storage. He was a very active
member of the Rotary Club of Perrysburg, serving
as Club President (1991-92), Governor’s Group
Representative (1993-95), Foundation
Chairperson (1994-95), Secretary (1995-2000),
Centennial Governor for District 6600 (2004-05),
and served on the All-Ohio PETS committee for
15 years. He was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow,
Major Donor and Bequest Donor and also a
recipient of the Rotary District Foundation
Service Award, the Rotary Foundation Citation
for Meritorious Service (1995), and the Rotary
Service Above Self Award (2010). He is survived
by his wife Janet, who is a Reading Specialist in
the Perrysburg School system.

Krista Mullen

The staﬀ of Perrysburg High
School held a memorial
service for teacher Krista
Mullen on December 17,
2010. Mullen passed away
unexpectedly due to
complications from a
planned surgery on
December 3. A teacher for
ﬁve years in the special needs
department at the high
school, Mullen was passionate about her teaching.
Her students and their success meant the world to
her and she worked tirelessly to help them succeed.
“I worked very closely with Krista during her
master’s program, and she was as serious about
learning for herself as she was for her students,”
says Dr. Michael Short, PHS Principal. “She was a
dedicated professional who wanted to do the right
things for all kids. She will be greatly missed by
everyone who knew her.”

PERRYSBURG GRAD WINS AFLAC CONTEST
®

Matthew Hoelter, (’04) is a freelance editor living in Marina Del Rey, California, who won the $25,000
prize as the top entry in the Aﬂac® nationwide 10 Second Challenge. The month long contest, held in
2010, challenged consumers to describe the company and its products in 10 seconds. There were more
than 180 video submissions that resulted in nearly 250,000 video views on Facebook® and aﬂac.com.
Over 60,000 votes were cast to determine the top 10 ﬁnalists. Four winners were chosen by a panel of
judges selected by Aﬂac, and Hoelter’s entry was voted tops. “We are very excited that our entry grabbed
the top prize,” says Hoelter. “We had a great time participating in the contest.” Hoelter, a former student
of PHS English instructor Kathy Housepian, worked on the “Cellar” newspaper while in high school.
Hoelter’s mother has been a substitute teacher in the Perrysburg School system since 2004. Aﬂac® is an
insurance company that pays cash beneﬁts to policy holders who are sick or hurt.

Aflac® is a registered trademark of Aflac Incorporated.

Facebook® is a registered trademark of Facebook Inc.
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Following Their Passions
What do an author, a hospice director, and a marketing coordinator for a professional sports team have in common?
Answer: All three are alumni of Perrysburg Schools!

The Author

PHS
Alumni
Information
Class of 1971 40th Reunion - August 12-14, 2011 The PHS Class of 1950 held its 60th Class Reunion on September 25, 2010 at the
Full Details at phs71reunion.com Contact:
J.C. Lattin, jcl12@aol.com: (Home) 419-874-7245;
(Mobile) 419-699-4566

PHS Alumni host page on MySchoolReunited.com
http://www.myschoolreunited.com/perrysburg/
PHS Alumni host page on AlumniClass.com
http://www.alumniclass.com/perrysburg

Carranor Hunt & Polo Club in Perrysburg. Pictured are Front Row, Standing Left Midge (Brossia) Bellner and Marilyn (Sweet) Redmond; Seated - Charlotte (Creps)
Freedheim, Beth (Caswall) Webb, Betty (Steinline) Calevro, Carol (Braatz) Wilson
and Peggy (Fought) Martin; Standing Right - Tom Warns, Juanita Loomis and
Edward Kime.
Middle Row, Standing Left - Rita (Knisley) Koprowski and Barbara (Ault) Sattler;
Seated - John Parrish, Isabelle Kershner, Ica (Huebner) Sutter and James Lapp;
Standing Right - Evelyn (Henry) Bowen and Pat (Brownlee) Vaughan.
Back Row - Marilyn (Bohannon) Knake, Ken Artz, Tom Huﬀord, Ron Morgan, Ralph
VanderVlucht, Don Morgan, Gene Wooley. Jane (Spreng) Kinyoun and Jim Schwind.

Using Technology To Enrich

The Student Experience

working with Sara Kurtz, who was one of the
district’s intervention teachers a few years ago.
Kurtz now teaches in Taiwan. “We’re using a very
interesting document share system that is being
used by the school in Taiwan,” explains Twining.
“Our class has been able to view pictures of their
town, PowerPoint® presentations of their school,
and more. Meanwhile, my class just completed
their ﬁrst iMovie® about Woodland School. It
turned out really good. The students did every part
of the movie and took all of the photos. Our next
project will be another iMovie about the students
In addition, Boes and Julie Twining, 4th Grade
in my class.” Twining says the project’s goal is to
Teacher at Woodland, have connected with a
enrich student learning by integrating technology
school in Toujia, Taiwan to write pen pal letters in
order to share cultural information. The teachers are and cultural/international studies into her class.
Students in the EXCELS gifted programs at
Woodland and Toth Elementary Schools have used
Skype to videoconference with Marcia Myers, a
teacher in South Carolina, who retired from
Perrysburg Schools last year. “She has given us
critical thinking problems to work on, and recently
we were playing a game with her to review
math concepts,” explains Jeanna Boes, Gifted
Intervention Specialist, Toth and Woodland
Elementary Schools.

PowerPoint® is a registered trademark of Microsoft Inc.

iMovie® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Many people dream of writing and publishing a
book, but 1965 Perrysburg High School graduate
Sally (Sluhan) Wright acted on her dreams.
Wright is the author of six mystery novels
featuring the ﬁctional Ben Reese, a 30-something
university archivist who had been a World War II
Scout. During the war, the American Army
employed highly trained scouts to sneak
behind enemy lines and conduct clandestine
reconnaissance missions. In her mystery novel
series, Wright’s ﬁctional character uses those
reconnaissance skills to investigate murders that
take place in the 1960’s. “I started writing the Ben
Reese books after I’d badgered an archivist into
telling me what he’d done in the war,” says
Wright. “His work during the war was dangerous
and very secretive, but his present day job of
chronicling old books, paintings, sculptures and
other items was much less stressful. The contrast
between his two lives compelled me to create a
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Sally Wright (’65) is the author of six mystery
novels featuring the ﬁctional Ben Reese. One of
her books, Pursuit and Persuasion, was a 2001
Finalist in the Mystery Writers of America
Edgar Allan Poe Award competition.

ﬁctional character that paralleled the real-life
person.” Wright’s Ben Reese series began in 1997
and includes six books: Publish and Perish, Pride
and Predator, Pursuit of Persuasion, Out of the
Ruins, and Watches of the Night. Her sixth and
newest book in the series, Code of Silence, revolves
around a real-life, unbreakable secret Soviet code
and its use and implications during the Cold War.
Pursuit and Persuasion was a 2001 Finalist in the
Mystery Writers of America Edgar Allan Poe
Award competition. Wright is known for her
comprehensive research before writing a book,
which involves traveling, interviewing and even
living the lives of her characters. “It takes me two
years to research and write a book in order to do
it the way I want it done,” says Wright. Her
books are set in a variety of places: England;
Scotland; Lexington, Kentucky; a small college
town in Ohio; the southeastern coast of America;
parts of North Carolina; and various cities in
Italy. Book reviewers usually compare Wright’s
work to that of Agatha Christie, Dorothy Sayers,
Josephine Tey, Margery Allingham, and Ngaio
Marsh. Wright says her literary inﬂuences include
Sayers, Marsh, Tolstoy, Jane Austen and especially
C.S. Lewis. “I was born obsessed with books, and
my ambition to write novels dates back to when I
was six-years-old,” she says. “But it was Nancy
Henry Mason, my 5th and 6th grade teacher at
Pine Street Elementary (now Frank Elementary),
who really understood my passion. She
encouraged me – and the entire class – to read,
write and to understand art and literature.” After
graduating from Perrysburg High School,
Wright earned a degree in oral interpretation of
literature from Northwestern University. She
moved on to the University of Washington for
graduate work, and then began writing and
publishing many biographical articles for national
and local magazines. Wright plans to author one
more Ben Reese novel to complete the series and
is working on a new series of books that will
feature a group of diﬀerent characters. To learn
more about author Sally Wright and her Ben
Reese mystery novel series, visit
www.sallywright.net.

Judy Seibenick (’74), RN, BSN, MOL, is the
Executive Director of Hospice of Northwest
Ohio. She is shown with one of the many quilts
displayed in her facilities as a symbol of the
comfort of hospice care.

The Hospice Director

Helping patients have quality of life at the end of
life has become the personal mission of Judy
(Moulton) Seibenick, RN, BSN, MOL. A 1974
graduate of Perrysburg High School, Seibenick is
the Executive Director of Hospice of Northwest
Ohio. Her educational career included Pine Street
Elementary School (now Frank Elementary),
Perrysburg Junior High, as well as Perrysburg
High School. She played the ﬂute and was active
in the high school marching and concert bands.
She also swam competitively for the Glass City
Swim Club (Perrysburg High School did not
have a swim team at that time). Seibenick then
moved on to Bowling Green State University
where she graduated with a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing in 1979. After graduating from
college, Seibenick began working as an in-home
hospice nurse for Visiting Nurse Service of
Toledo, where she remained until 1984 when she

(continued on Page 2)

